The Universal Provider

the care of her two aunts, the Misses Knowles. The
object of Rayner's visit to Bewdley was to meet the
two children of his mother, Emily Turner, by George
Rayner; but during his visit, in spite of being a
Catholic, he attended the Anglican church, and there
met Miss Knowles. Two children were born of this
marriage, but Rayner never succeeded in making a
sufficiently regular livelihood to provide his family with
a permanent home. He was always in and out of jobs.
Thus, after leaving Sir Henry Burdett, he attempted
to enter the Consular Service, without success, and
subsequently was employed by an hotel company for
three years, until a change in the directorate led to his
dismissal. He next began to borrow money from his
wife's aunts, with the idea of setting up as a commis-
sion agent. This plan failing, he left his wife and two
children to be looked after by the aunts, and betook
himself in 1904 to Rhyl, in Wales, where he announced
his intention of setting up in business as auctioneer and
estate agent. He kept an office open here for about
eighteen months, but entirely failed to build up a con-
nexion, and in the autumn of 1905 suddenly left the
country and returned to Russia. This visit, however,
lasted only four months, and in March 1906 he was
back again in London.

By this time the Misses Knowles had taken rooms
for Mrs Rayner and her children in the house of a
Mr Browning in Highgate, quarters which must have
been miserable enough, seeing that the rent was only
5^. 6d. a week. Here Rayner joined his family and
lived till September, when Browning removed to fresh
quarters in Tottenham, taking with him his lodgers,
whose rent now rose to seven shillings a week. The
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